
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
From the President’s Pen 
The District Tours this Fall has given me an opportunity to visit most of the Clubs, their 
members and talk about GFWC’s new International President Mary Ellen Brock’s 2018-
2020 “Seven Grand Initiatives”. She believes club participation in these initiatives will help 
GFWC clubs take ownership of their public image. “Each of these initiatives aspires to make 
a “grand” impact by aiming for a least 1,000 results over the course of the next two years”.  
Let me explain the “Seven Grand Initiatives” what they are in more detail with projects that 
Clubs can do for each one. Reporting guidelines are going to be shared as soon as they are 
available. Indiana will be reporting what Clubs have done for these initiatives. 
1st Initiative is 1,000 clubs will do a service project on Martin Luther King Day, January 21, 2019. 
Examples of projects: 

• Art Studio Outreach 
The Reed City Woman’s Club (Michigan) realized there were no formal art classes given in the elementary schools in 
their district. There’s an art studio in a neighboring community that invites the children to come in and experience 
different types of art. Members help to pay for these local classrooms to have a full day at the art studio, helping them 
to have an introduction to art. 

• Book Drive for Veterans 
When Veterans Day passes, that doesn’t mean your veteran-related projects have to end! The Woman’s Club of 
Madisonville (Kentucky) held two magazine and book drives for a long-term nursing care facility for veterans. 

• Every Girl Deserves a Little Bling 
The GFWC Warren Junior Women’s League (Ohio) collected over 130 prom dresses, along with shoes, jewelry, purses, 
and perfume, for girls who couldn’t afford them. “Every Girl Deserves a Little Bling” nights were held at four school 
districts for young women to choose from the donated items. Since prom is in the spring, collecting in January is perfect 
timing.  

• Visit a Nursing Facility and visit with the residents, talking to them and possibly play games. 
 
2nd Initiative is 1,000 members donate 1,000 pairs of used shoes to Soles 4 Souls or Nike “reuse-a-shoe” 

• You can donate your shoes at any DSW Store 
• Donate up to 20 pairs of new or gently-worn shoes to any DSW location. 
• The store will give you a form to complete. 

3rd Initiative is 1,000 members join the Legislative Action Center 
• To receive Action Alerts, all you have to do is have members go to the Legislative Action Center on the 

GFWC.org website and complete the form. 
4th Initiative is members do 1,000 projects devoted to women in the military 
       Examples of projects: 

• Create Mommy Bags – Most VA Hospitals are not equipped for mothers-to-be. You can help pregnant 
women veterans feel supported and loved by donating mommy bags to military hospitals. The bags can 
hold items she’ll need for the baby, such as diapers and wipes, but also items like lotion, nail polish, and 
candy so she can feel a little TLC during her pregnancy. 

• “Thank You, Your Bill Has Been Paid.” – A little kindness goes a long way. If you see a woman in a 
military uniform, ask the waiter if you can pay for her meal. Your club can create accompanying cards 
that read, “Thank you, your bill has been paid!” so the solider will feel appreciated. 
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• Cinderella Closet – Collect ball gowns and formal attire for women living on military bases. Whether 
they are active duty or married to someone who is, women on military bases deserve luxury once in a 
while. There are many formal military functions, and not every woman who lives on a base has the time 
or means to dress up. By giving them access to a Cinderella Closet, they can have a night of their 
dreams. 

5th Initiative members plant 1,000 trees on Arbor Day 
6th Initiative members donate 1,000 Dr. Seuss books by March 2020 

• GFWC has Dr. Seuss Initiative labels so that you can add a personal touch to every Dr. Seuss book you 
donate! Add your club name, print them out, and place them inside the books to increase club visibility 
in the community. 

• Each Club decides where to donate the books. Examples daycare facilities, schools, pre-schools or 
libraries in the community. 

7th Initiative 1,000 members/clubs donate $1,000 to the Capital Campaign 
Additional information is available in the GFWC Club Manual at www.gfwc.org 
I hope every Club in Indiana will do something for the initiatives of our GFWC President Mary Ellen Brock. Please make a 
report of the projects you do. If you have any questions, please send me an email mom667@comcast.net. 
Thank you and have Happy Holidays 
Barbara 

 
The photo on the left is the centerpiece for State night at the Great                            
Lakes Region Conference.
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GFWC requested that each State Federation send a decorated 
Christmas tree to Headquarters to decorate for the holidays. 
President Barbara Reardon did us proud by creating this beautiful 
tree. Notice the Indiana popcorn! 

https://www.gfwc.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Dr.-Seuss-Labels-for-Clubs.docx


TALKING BOOK LIBRARY 
by 

Tric Heepe 
Indiana ESO Administrator 

Do you love to read but find the printed word is no longer 
an option-or are you no longer physically able to hold a 
heavy book and want something more convenient?  Then 
the Talking Book Library is for you.  This no-cost program 
was brought to my attention by my club member Gayle 
O’Neal.  She is an avid reader and reads an average of 
fifteen books a month. She is the leading Indiana ESO 
certificate winner, currently having read 1552 books. 

This is not a new program but does not get the notice it 
should.  It comes through the Library of Congress and is 
therefore paid for by the Federal Government.  It has 
regional locations in several cities, including Indianapolis 
and sub-regional libraries in Columbus, Merrillville, and 
Evansville.   Just go to https://www.loc.gov/nls/  where 
you will find all the information.  You can get an 
application online or call your local location.  The website 
has a link to show you the library that serves your county. 
Once you are accepted to the program, they will let you 
know how to borrow the equipment, tapes and services.   
They have a quarterly publication where an endless 
supply of titles is available.  Titles range from the classics 
to new releases.  The length of most books is six to thirty 
hours.  It is easy and free.  You even receive postage-paid 
envelopes to return tapes and request more. 

You will report to Lou just as you are doing now with title 
and author but instead of points or number of pages, just 
show the number of hours that is listed on the tape.  I 
have compared books on tape to the number of pages in 
a printed book and have determined that 1-14 hours is 
20 points, 15-29 hours is 30 points, and so on. 

If you have any questions or no Internet access, please 
let me know.  Gayle and I (and her husband Gary) will be 
happy to help!  Just call me at 765-969-1891 or email 
theepe@aol.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GFWC Zionsville Woman’s Club News by Sandy Rogers 

We got off to a good start on this year's study, 
"Facinating First Ladies".  So far, we have learned about 
Martha Washington, (as pictured by our program chairs- 
Christy Tidwell and Beth Smith), Abigail Adams, Dolly 
Madison and Sarah Polk.  The presentations have been 
wonderful. 

On Friday, December 7th we will be partaking in our 
annual afternoon tea.  Thanks to one of our members, 
Jeanne Starkey, we will be having it at the beautiful 
Stratford dining room.  Christy Tidwell's granddaughter 
will be entertaining us with Christmas songs.  This young 
girl has won numerous vocal contest, so we are all 
looking forward to her program. 

The year seems to be flying by and I can't say enough of 
how much I'm enjoying myself.   We have a lovely group 
of ladies and I am delighted to get to know them 
better.  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all of 
you! 

GFWC/IFC Lincoln Club of Southern Indiana  
by Evelyn Adams 
 
The club met October at the Lincoln Heritage Public 
Library to look at books and other information on 
display related to Abraham Lincoln.  They have set up a 
nice display of GFWC/IFC Lincoln Club of Southern 
Indiana history.  This is one way to make our club 
known.  In November we met at the home of Iris Ludwig 
to make items for Operation Smile.  We made gowns, 
No-no Arm Bands and dolls.  We had one guest at the 
meeting.  Our December meeting was cancelled due to 
weather.  We are making plans to celebrate our 60th 
Anniversary in May 2019. 

ESO Corner 

https://www.loc.gov/nls/


GFWC Women’s Club of St. John 
Donates Teacher Goody Bags 

Left to right: Joe Stanisz, Clark Middle School 
Assistant Principal; Lisa Lawrence, President of 
GFWC Women's Club of St. John; Cindy Ring, Clark 
Middle School Bookkeeper; Scott Graber, Clark 
Middle School Principal. 
 
55 Back-to-School Teacher Goody Bags were 
dropped off at Clark Middle School. The proceeds 
from the Women's Club Bake Sale held during our 
Independence Day Kid's Parade, along with 
Clubwomen donations, were used to fill the bags 
with disinfecting wipes, tissue, pens, pencils, 
highlighters, dry erase markers, and other school 
supplies to help kick off the year right. Both teacher 
shortages and lack of public school funding require 
educators to reach even more often into their own 
slim wallets to provide their students what they 
need to be successful, so we decided to donate 
items directly to teachers that they themselves need 
to have a successful school year. 

 

GFWC Hearts and Hands by Diane Tippens 

We are excited to welcome our new members: 
Cheryl Sturges, formally from a Junior club in 
Florida, has decided to join us. She resides in 
Carmel, Indiana. Cricket Jeffries is a current 
member in Kentucky and lives in Greenwood, 
Indiana. Cricket will hold dual membership in both 
her club in Kentucky and Indiana. 

We continue to support our various charities 
including Riley Children’s Hospital, Dayspring, Boys 
and Girls Club, and Random Acts of Flowers.  We 
look forward to learning more about a new 
opportunity with Comfort Dogs this year.   

We supported the GFWC Convention Service 
Project by providing over 200 Meals for the Rise 
Against Hunger Campaign which provides 
international relief to the world’s most vulnerable 
communities. 
 
Lori, Alice, Dana, Kimberly and Rhonda represented 
our club at the Great Lakes Regional Convention 
October 4-7.  Our club prepared a beautiful spa 
basket for the raffle that included restaurant 
certificates, laser treatment certificates, wine and 
wine glasses, luxurious health and beauty products, 
candles, theater tickets, etc.  Congratulations to 
Alice as part of the winning Lip Sync Trio! 
 
We had such fun this year preparing the beautiful 
Trader Joe’s Outfit for our model Alice Dukes to 
wear at the Indiana Convention. Shopping bag 
dress and hat.  Hearts and Hands won first place!   
 
Our club is so fortunate to be rich with past and 
current club leaders. 
 
Dana Jones is on the Capital Campaign Committee, 
is the Secretary for the Great Lakes Executive 
Committee and is a Presidential Advisor for 
Indiana; Rhonda Bennett is the current Secretary 
for IFC. She was also the LEADS graduate for 2018–
2019; Alice Duke is a Presidential Advisor for 
Indiana and is the Central District President; 
Kimberly Meyer is the Convention Registration 
chairperson; Alison Provan is the Leadership 
chairperson. 
We also have past IFC Presidents, IFC Director of Jr. 
Clubs, chairpersons and LEADS graduates as 
members. 
 
We look forward to another exciting year! 
 
 

 



 

The Chesterton Woman's Club has many projects. One of 
the many projects is making little bears called Buddy 
Bears. These bears are donated to the area emergency 
rooms for children that are treated in the emergency 
room. A bag of bears was donated to the Porter Regional 
Hospital emergency room. In the picture is Beau, 
Assistant Director, Rose Ann Yagelski GFWC Chesterton 
Woman's Club member and Deb Shepherd, Director of 
the Emergency Room.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

GFWC Progress Club of South Bend  
in Action 

GFWC Progress Club of South Bend packed an entire Jeep 
with presents for Portage Manor residents. Shown with 
Executive Director of the Home who spoke at our 
meeting. 

 

Thank you note from the Homeless vets of South Bend 
for a Pizza party provided by the club. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GFWC Women in Action  
by Marianne McCombs 

We have been busy little bakers as we get geared up for 
our annual cookie walk that has benefited the USO for 5 
years and running.  We have been blessed with several 
new members.  If all goes as planned, we will have 15 
Dues paying members to start off this new year.  I have 
been posting on Face Book all the great things we’ve 
been doing and bragging about the wonderful ladies in 
our club that naturally everyone wants to join in the fun.   

We presented the Hobart Police K-9 unit with a check for 
$1,000.00 in November.  We hope to do that for the USO 
this year as well. Our new members are Lori Medwetz, 
Esther Powers, Jeanne Chilian, Joan Carpenter and Anna 
Guzman-Smith.  They are all talented wonderful women 
who want to have fun, give back and at this time of year 
BAKE COOKIES!!  We will meet back up in March to plan 
our flower sale.  I am so glad I found a great canopy/tent 
for this year’s sale as it will really help if it decides to rain 
on us again!  I will be handing out copies of all our 
programs and hope that the ladies will find some creative 
ways to make those dreams come true. Be it for Souls 4 
Souls, Dr. Seuss books or clothing for a women’s shelter.  
We brought information to the public with our flower 
sale about the importance of bees and how some 
fertilizers are so bad for them and our environment.  We 
will endeavor to persevere as we bring gladness, 
kindness and wellbeing into our community.  Wishing 
you a Christmas full of love, blessings, hope and love. 

 

  

Picture from left is (back row) Esther Powers, Dawn 
Orlich, Officer Cody, Janice Rhynearson, Joan Carpenter, 
(front row) Elsie Landers, Marianne McCombs, Sgt. 
Simon Gressero 

 

News from the Indiana Districts 

GFWC/IFC NORTH EAST DISTRICT 

Guess What? Our North East District Meeting is 
being held December 21st. Quite a change from 
our normal schedule.  

We are planning a Christmas Lunch for all members 
with guest speaker, Laura Elliot, doing a 
presentation of florals and Bible verses. In addition, 
we are going to be entertained by Ben Fisher, a 
local musician and minister.  As a singer, he 
volunteered to perform to help reward us for the 
partner support Luvability Ministries has received 
from the Progress Club over the years. Luvability 
provides opportunities and programs for those 
with developmental difficulties to enjoy being 
together and to experience God’s love.  

The Waterford, a retirement and assisted living 
facility, will be the site of our program. In the Spirit 
of Season, we have invited all the elderly residents 
to participate and share the joy! 

 

GFWC/IFC South West District 

The 2018 Convention was held Sept. 28 at First Church 
of the Nazarene in Huntingburg, IN with 16 in 
attendance.  Convention was Hosted by GFWC/IFC 
Lincoln Club of Southern Indiana.  Christy Finecy, Lincoln 
Club Treasurer, organized the Country Store.  Elizabeth 
Lockridge, Lincoln Club Secretary organized the Photo & 
Craft Contest displays.  We welcomed State Officers, 
President – Barbara Reardon, Vice President – Brenda 
Underwood, and Treasurer – Marianne McCombs.  
State Vice President Brenda Underwood reminded us to 
be diligent about our yearly time, money, etc. reports.  
They help us measure the effectiveness of our club and 
help us plan for the next year.  It is also our club’s 
history and a way to let other clubs know what works 
and what doesn’t.  The reports show what causes the 
GFWC/IFC is committed to and can help the 
organization get grants.  State President, Barbara 
Reardon reminded us the Great Lakes Convention was 
coming up on Oct. 5-7.  She suggested that as a club we 
write a joint report immediately after each event.  She 
also asked for suggestions for programs for State 
Convention.  She gave out lists of the GFWC 7 Grand 
Initiatives for 2018-2020.  Marianne McCombs 



suggested that at Convention any club that has had an 
especially successful event give a detailed, step by step 
of how it was done. 

The Country Store. Auction and special donation raised 
$200.00.  The money was divided between the two 
clubs to use to buy Dr. Seuss books for local head starts 
to take part in one of GFWC Grand Initiatives.      

Awards were presented in GFWC/IFC Program Areas.  
Awards were also given for the Photo & Craft Contests. 

GFWC/IFC Central District 

The IFC Central District annual convention was held 
on Saturday, August 18, 2018 at the Sullivan Munce 
Museum in Zionsville, Indiana.  Zionsville Women’s 
Club had a light breakfast and then served a box 
lunch at our break. 

We were welcomed by Beth Ann Smith of Zionsville 
Club and Alice Duke Central District President 
introduced IFC guest.  Nola Dewitt of Edgewood 
Club gave the thought for the day and the Pledge 
was led by Lori Jones of Hearts and Hands Club.  

The district officers gave their reports. 

IFC officers in attendance, President Barbara 
Reardon, Vice-President Brenda Underwood, 
Parliamentary Advisor Tric Heepe along with Dana 
Jones and Alice Duke shared what was happening in 
the State Federation. 

After lunch Clubs gave their club reports on what 
the clubs had done the past year and what was 
planned to the upcoming year.  

The Sullivan Munce Museum was hosting a quilt display 
which provided a great backdrop for our Convention. 

Photos from the Great Lakes 
Region Conference 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Our sendoff gift to attendees 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A warm welcome to all! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      A beautiful Indiana State Night 
 



GFWC Indiana Federation of Clubs 
Clubwoman  
Dana Jones 
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